Will Christianity Survive ?
Why has Christ made such an impression on
Europeans throughout the last twenty centuries?
The answer, in the main, is that His life and His
teaching stand out as essentially pure and good.
No one denies that there have been other pure
gospels in the works of the Greek philosophers and
in the sayings of Eastern mystics. But the influence
of Christ has not been lessened because there have,
been others who anticipated His moral standards.
For it is not that His moral claims were original:
it is rather that they seem to us to be as perfect as
anything we can imagine. If anything equals them,
nothing surpasses them. And they are startling, even
if they arc riot original, for they throw a vivid and
uncomfortably searching light on the most exalted
standards of ordinary human practice.
It is significant that the only genuine opposition
to Christ's gospel comes from critics such as
Nietzsche. Any complete, rejection of Christian
ethics reveals a species of intellectual siwagery, the
crushing of the weak by the strong and an old-
fashioned diehard dictatorship of the powerful. We
shall hardly be tempted to ally ourselves to that
cause.
Nor are we likely to be troubled by the reflection
that a number of interpolations may have crept into
the scriptural record, as we have it, so that the
original Christ is buried under a mass of later
comment. For if the canvas of the portrait has been
tampered with, it is the more remarkable that the
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